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Every holiday season, Chica-
goan John Musial cozles up toa
copy of Charles Dickens’ “A
Christmas Carol” to remind
himself of the trye spirit of the

“| try to do a reading of |
'lt.ewnlfit'sjlmmmyseﬂ‘ba»

coause it puts you in the mood,”
says the multifaceted theater di-
rector/designer/filmmaker
But that’s not the only annual
tradition that excites Musial:
He's also a longtime fan of Red-
moon Theater’s “Winter Pag-

dest season, now in its Iith in-
carnation.

And this year, Musial, a Loc-
kingglass ' Theatre ensemble
momber; curates the plainly ti-
tled “Pageant.” Unlike some re-
vivals that tell the same com-
forting tale year after year, Red-
moon’s non-religious tradition
changes completely each. time
around. This year, the show tells
the story of a mother and daugh-
ter who lose power in thelr
gpartment and set out cn a jour-
ney to regain it, golng every-
where firom ComEd to City Hall
to the magical Winter Queen.
But no matter the theme, Red-
moon always rejolces in this

snowy time,

“I’s my favorite show of the
vear,” Musial smiles, “Every
time I see it, it's the best. It’s the
right show for the right audi-
enco for the right reason, and
that's the rarest of things. ..
“Winter Pageant” iz about the-
community coming together
and celebrating winter.

*I think it does asimilar thing
that ‘Christmss Carol’ does,” he
continues, referring to that clas-
sie's knack for raising people’s
spirits. The difference is that
Redmoon's work is intentional-
Iy not connected to Christmas,
*“The ‘Winter Pageant’ is about
the solstice,” says Musial

W'“mﬁﬁcmﬁ
goans shop, feast deck
halls with an eye towards Dec,
25, a amall but growing number
are tuming their attention (o a
diffcrent day of significance:
winter solstice, which this year

falls on Saturday It marks the

occasion when the Northern
Hemisphere experiences the
shortest day of the yeax (South
of the equator, winter solstler
arrives in June.) '

“It's winter solstice for every-

body" says veteran musician| people,” says Blan

nmstdiﬂ}mll for most

Blacke,

Michael Zerang, who, 12 years arﬁsucdlrecturufsmktu'a En-

age with colleague Hami
Drake. initiated a

sticn just is. The season changes
and It's the end of the year, and
oan colabrate 1"
and Dirake bogan the
show aa a oneshot event, In-

mndcdprimarﬂyforfhmﬂymd-
frlends. Word of mounth spreed’
and’ interest quickly grow; in

1992 they began adding addition-
sl porformances. The sell-out
shows hiave grovm:so populsr; to
mark thelr 1th -anniversaiy
two yeaxs back, the duo played
10 shows over 10 days. This year,
they've scaled back tothree, Sat-
urday through Monday niorn-
ingzat Links Hall.

“Alot of people aren't afitiat-
d with any organized relipion;
they don't follow Christmas or
Hanukkak or Kwanzaa orwhat-
ever olse happens,™ Zerang ex
Maing, “Ifvou're outside ofthat.
maybe you fiel left out—so to
open [the-concerts] up to people
was veally -a way for us to In-
clude those who don't have for-
mal celebrations.”

Beconse their “ritwal eon-
certs” beginatsoch at 6am. {1

'liketowlt’ﬁthaanlyshawin

town,” Zerang 1aughs), audione. Bookwwor

-£s got & unlque experience. The

Links Hall Studic 15 candlelit
whon the pair of percussionists
playing. "People are In
gomewhat of a  dream

.stato” Zerang "says: “The:.r're

wory ‘open and veceptive, I can
really feel that” During the 75
minutes or $o that the duo plays
structureddmprov. - rhythms,

thesun “ransforms {the space]
‘from darkness into light. Inthat
sonse, there™s ritval”™

Beeause wintertime is so full
of darkness, “winter: mwmt—
the enorgy of emptiness, ofh
ing: noﬂtins. of death—

semble Ritual Theatre, which
will perform thelir multh- media
“Cycles of Life” today and Sat-

“Sol- urdsy The peribrmence plece,

which features the Dineh Tah
Mavajo Dancers of New \!exlm
“is azll about the seasons.”
Blacke says. "It begins and ends
with winter. ... We Intend to
clear umenem: to make it emp;
ty for winter, in order toopen up
the seed of spring. You can't
have one without the gther”
Although these events tran-
soend organized rellgion, the
artists are striving 1o create
with their audiences a connec-
tion, not unlike what many ox-
perience at church or temple. “1
find a splritual element always
when I'm playing music,” says
Zerang. “It's a communion with
other people.... It's very Impor-
tant for us, as artists and musi.
clans, to put out some positive
energy that willh reso-
nate somewhere In the world."
Redmoon's "Winter Pageant™
runs through Dec. 29 of Pulaski
Park Fieldhouse, 1419 W Blaock-
hawk. $10-12. 773-385-2031, Winter
Solstice Percussion Conceris are
& a.m. Saturday through Mon-
day at Links Hall Studlo, 3435 N,
S)‘aqﬁe!d. 315 (313 in advance at
3444 N. Clark
Sireet). ??3-28!-@! or Fr3-87L
5318 “Cycles of Life” on Friday
and Saturday at Northside Col-
lege Prep Audiforlum, 5501 N.
Kedzie 10322 778-T43-7372.



